SUMMARY: P r o p o s a l s a r e m a d e r e g a r d i n g t h e n o m e n c l a t u r e a n d t a x o n o m y . o f t h e g e n u s S e r r a t i a B i z i o ( t y p e s p e c i e s S e r r a t i a m a rc e s c e n s B i z i o ) w h i c h i s p l a c e d i n t h e t r i b e K l e b s i e l l e a e T r e v i s a n .
principal division with the Klebsiella and Aerobacter groups because of their obvious relationship to m e m b e r s of those groups. These investigators concluded that there was no need for a separate t r i b e Serrateae, e r e c t e d a s it was on the basis of pigment production alone, since pigment f o r m ation was not a cardinal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the group (Table 1) . Incorporation of the S e r r a t i a into the genus Chromobacter-L r n i s regarded a s untenable.
Davis e_t 51. (1957) suggested that only one species of S e r r a t i a (Serratia m a r c e s c e n s ) was needed and Ewing e t 51. (1959) concluded the single species with one subspecies o r variety, S e r r a t i a m a r c e s c e n s v a r . kiliensis (Lehmann and cultures submitted for identification (Table 1) .
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The genus S e r r a t i a i s composed of Gram-negative, motile bacteria that conform to the definition of the family Enterobacteriaceae. When gas i s formed f r o m fermentable subs t r a t e s the volumes a r e small(bubb1e to about 10%).
Gelatin is rapidly liquefied.
Some stra'ins produce pink, red, o r m agenta pigment; in some cultures the rods a r e encapsulated.
The type species i s S e r r a t i a m a r c e s c e n s Bizio. The genus S e r r a t i a belongs to the t r i b e Klebsielleae Trevisan, which also contains the genus Klebsiella and the genus Ae r obacte r (0 r Enter obacte r ) :
Tribe K 1 e b s i e 1 le a e T r e vi s an
Genus 1
Kleb sie lla T r evisan Genus 2
Genus 3 S e r r a t i a Bixio
Aerobacter Beijerinck (or Enterobacter Hormaeche and Edwards, 1960**)
Since the generic name Klebsiella Trevisan 1885 h a s been conserved, i t follows that the name of the t r i b e that contains this genus should be Klebsielreae, as indicated by priority and a s used by Trevisan(1887, v. B e r g e y ' s Manual, 4th Ed., 1934, p. 123).
In conclusion, i t may be added that in the fourth edition of B e r g e y ' s Manual (1934), 27 species w e r e listed in the genus S e r r a t i a . Two of these were described as polarly Manual (1 957) only five species of S e r r a t i a w e r e listed, since P r o f e s s o r B r e e d had found that many of the epithets e mployed in the e a r l i e r editions w e r e synonyms of s. m a r c e scens. However, i t i s suggested that the epithets indica, plymuthica, and p i s c a t o r u m a l s o m a y be rejected a s l a t e r synonyms of 2. m a r c e s c e n s .
